
 
           
 
         March 14, 2006 
 
 
The Montgomery County Council 
100 Maryland Avenue, 6th Floor 
Rockville, MD  20850 
 
Dear Honorable Members of the Council: 

 
Some lenders are using a Montgomery County, Md. anti-discrimination ordinance 

to make a political statement against all anti-discrimination and predatory lending laws, 
announcing they would rather leave the county than comply with its anti-discrimination 
law.  The undersigned organizations urged you to stand by your commitment to fair 
housing. 

 
In this case, the lenders who are complaining are a small minority – a few dozen 

or so out of 600.  Surprisingly, these few lenders are complaining about a discrimination 
ordinance similar to the federal Fair Housing Act, as well as those already in effect in 
more than five dozen cities and counties for decades, including Jacksonville, Florida, 
Austin, Texas, and Dayton, Ohio. 

  
The Montgomery County Council amended its existing fair housing ordinance, 

which already included a broad prohibition against discrimination in lending.  
Recognizing that one form of lending discrimination is making predatory loans on the 
basis of race, national origin, or other protected classes, the County added language that 
specifically prohibited this activity. 

 
Such conduct is already illegal under federal anti-discrimination laws including 

the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Credit Opportunity Act.  The federal Fair Housing 
Act, like other federal civil rights laws, sets a minimum level of protection for citizens 
throughout the country.  However, local and state governments are free to adopt their 
own civil rights laws that go beyond federal laws.  The Fair Housing Act even authorizes 
the federal government to formally recognize county and city laws that it believes 
provide at least the same protection as federal law.   

 
Now the industry has persuaded a judge to delay the law for three months while 

he holds hearings. It has also gotten a federal agency, the Office of Thrift Supervision, to 
say that savings and loan associations don’t have to obey the new provisions of 
Montgomery County’s fair lending ordinance.  Additionally, the industry has persuaded 
some County council members to request repeal of the ordinance. 

 
We think this action is unwise. Please join us in standing up with one voice and 

saying that anti-discrimination laws designed to eliminate abuse in the mortgage lending 
process must be protected.   

 



We support responsible lenders, who help more people own homes than ever 
before. We support efforts to broaden access to credit, especially for the people who need 
it most – minorities, working-class people, immigrants. We would never support 
legislation to hinder legitimate lenders making fair loans without regard to race. 

 
We urge the court to see through some lenders’ specious arguments. We also 

urge the Office of Thrift Supervision to reconsider its unwise attempt to hamstring civil 
rights law.  Finally, we strongly urge the County council to stand by its original 
commitment to fair housing for everyone. 

 
ACORN 
American Indian Heritage and Education Association 
CASA of Maryland 
Center for Responsible Lending 
Community Law Center 
Consumers Action 
Equal Rights Center 
Leadership Conference on Civil Rights 
Maryland PIRG 
Maryland Southern Christian Leadership Conference  
Montgomery County Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) 
National Community Reinvestment Coalition 
National Council of La Raza 
National Fair Housing Alliance 
The Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under Law 
U.S. PIRG 
Washington Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights and Urban Affairs 


